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l)r. ^ary “guillar 



909 Hyde St., //530 
San * rancisco , CA 94109 
Dear Gary, 

The enclosed is for you if you see fit to use it. I want no public association with 
some of those involved in your meeting. I do wish it well, tliat it succeeds in doing 
somethin' uorthwliilo. I have h.d their names read to me over the phone, besides tliat, as 
you know, I have nothin': to do \i xMi any ldlnd of assassination theorizing, by either 



hide. , 

x! 

I am trouble^ tliat youieem not to be aware of the fact that you are 1 involved with 
I'ujj/ who from their public record^ are nuts. Some of them alone will poison the media 
against you. And by the time it takes place, th bes/ informed reporter on the subject, 
now on sabbatical to ^rite a book, will be back and will liave a wonderful opportunity 
to ridicule, wliich he does well and enjoys doing. 



One o the subjects you say you plan to "focus" on is an invitation to being 
ridiculed and it reflect a basic ignorance of the realities of the assassination in- 
vestigations : " ew information implicating possible suspects." The only apparent source 
of what can bo said to indicate, and implicate is what signals the lack of knowledge I 
?~efer to, is the FBI. Hot only lias it told mo that what is its /"disclosing" is only 
what I t^o !: from it under FOIA, so 1 know there is no such legitimate info in it, but 
the FBI if sol f wa determined tliat there be no other genuine suspects. As soon as Os- 
wald was killed and it was laioun there would be no trial at wliich any information would 
be subject to cross-examination, it was decided not to investigate the crime itself. Ily 
coming (I do hope ! ) IIDVE1 l AGAI1I! ^begins with that and documentation of it. ^o they did 
not want another suspects, true also of tlie King case. Where they have records that 
eaty be taken to indicate other suspects, tliat had other purposes: to make it appear tliat 
they checked all leads or to nicks them look good and to leave booby traps . When they 

refer to what is taken to indicate other suspects they not uncommonly take much more 

time, they also frequently reflect detailed investigation and generate more paper on it. 

% recol. action of law is greater in the King case. They did so much of it in tliat case 
because there was a live defendant. 

If in FBI records someone spots wliat is taken to not "implicate" but indicate "other 

it 

suspects they are cliasing a ch imera. And whether or not the media picks it up, you 

o 

can \xpect th - FBI to generate more of its internal paper tliat does have much influence, 

saying tliiw again proven they are all nutty ind tliat we alone did a real job. Hone of 

this really e out edicts what we did and it does show tliat the people who criticize us 

are ignorant of liave their own agendas. If they found any possible legitimate other 

v* 

u^ectaft, that would, not be filed in any JFK assassination records but they would be able 
to retrieve it where nobody else could. 




about this in on o ' my lawsuits and the courts being uliat they are, did not /over have 
to search where I suggested they search, under their files relating to the Dallas police. 
Most of the eooplc with you on this project have no real interest in the fact of 



search of th third of a hillioir/p ges x have. Of those who have written, I recall not 

hey 



making heroes of themselves or getting the raw material of other hurtful writing that 
it not only not based on fact but flies into the face of it. 

I iTnow tliere is important information there. dolin Newman lias told me about some. 

But by and. large your associates in this would not recognise uliat is r ally information 
if it bit them. They are looking for the sensations that arc not there, uliat They can 
use for cheap fame or for more meretricious writing. 

frese reasons, and some of my past personal experiences with some of them ar : the 
reason 1 rant no public association with this. If you want to ufe my letter# you can say 
it is a personal letter to you. (i also do not want to tjike time for any disputes viith 
thorn. The record reflects that it is time wasted anyway.) 

And if you want to understand wliat x noun by theiy- unscholarly attitude and their 
-S^Sfishnesr,, almost nobody lias sent wliat they found in those records or asked me 
•.ny 'bin : abput them. x ou are the only one who sent me anything at all that i£'. worthwhile. 
O'd not mis under stand this. Uliat you sent is virtally all I was sent. 

Recofcjdzing wliat is really new an® wliat is not can bo a serious problem with tlie media 
aii i in terms of misleading and misinforming people. 

I do wish you well. I do hope to accomplish some tiling worthwhile, ^ased on the past 
of some of these people I do not expect tliis and I do not expect it to result in any 
pressure for additional disclosures. 





est. 




Dear Gary, 



Rather than a paper for the October meeting I of.er a few considerations for 
thought because without question some of the addaswination records now accessible 
do hold potentially valuable information and because the vast volume of information tliat 
lias long been avaiii^Le lias been of little or no interest to those of us usually 
lump|ed together as "rorearclicrs" or "critics" as to a large degree what they have said 
and written reflects. 

Because what you plan is to make copies of the papers available to tiie ig(/eia 
it is important to blow whether in fact so. 10 of this "new" information is in fact new. 

The FBI, for example, tells me that what it lias made avaiable if only wliat I already 
have. Tliat inn;' males it nev? to thore who have had no interest in it but if the media is 
told that it is in fact new it will downgrade the importance of the disclosure of what 
is still withheld and will not encourage its release. Tliat would also make all work in 

x* 

the field a pear to be less new, less valuable than it is. 

I think the emphasis in your call is correct, "Special emphasis will be placed on 
important new information gathered by independent researchers from recently dis- 
closed documents." But if it is not new or if it is given meaning it does not really 
justify, how will tliat make all look and what will the e/odia tliink of your meeting? 

Some of the media will linve .one subject-matter knowledge and some may be looking 
for making the meeting look foolish. 

This means tliat tho papers themselves bught not justify media criticism. 

But if those offering tho papers lack knowledge of available fact officially dis- 
closed y.'ars ago or give it special meanings important to them and not really justified 
by the records themselves, it will be hhrtful to all interests. 

i. 

Wliat in the past lias been a problem is that too much of what lias been said and 
written is of theories that appeal to those who offer them and based on the available 
fact ranges from unlikely to impossible, iioreover, while theories are acceptable f± in 
novels they ore widely regarded as not the stuff of nonfiction. These theories may 
seem attractive or better than that to those who offer them but when it counts, 



2 



particularly with the media, they are not well received or are ridiculed. As some 



.3 some 



deserve to be. 



If, dven if it is not justified, your meeting is regarded a3 a gathering of 



those who live with and for whodunits, it will do no/ good and will do harm. 

Theorising as way of thinking is one thing but writing theories as fact is an 



c tirely different matter. And it lias been done too often. 

Then, too, often wliat people find in these records they regard as in a sdnse 



personal property and they do not sliaro it. Tliat is not real scholarsliipt and it can 
be hurtful to those who practise it. It is not impossible, for example, tliat there exists 
..'hat can have importance or add value to wliat they find, but tliat they do not kno.i it. 

I have had a stranger phono me after e?:amining some of the new records tliat are in 

an area in which I have done much writing. I asked to see what I was being told about, 

was led to believe "fiat copies would be rent to me, and in a half-year I've heard nothing 

J-Vjrther from tliat stranger. I had no interest in tliat information for my own writing, 

nAleU / 

which on that aspect is of the past, and if to keep it in confidence would liave 

done tliat. But not letting me see those new records 1 could not deed back wliat could 
have been of usefulness to tliis stranger or refer to other existing records tliat could 
relate to it. 

TMs ldnd of selfishness is ultimately self-defeating and it liinders, not helps, 
public recognition of the realities. 

people should he able to work together and should want to not >o lcee^secrets 
from each other. None of us owns the subject matter, or kno. is all there is to know, 
of knows so much tliat no other information is needed. 

Wliat in a sense X am really saying is that 3ome attitudes need reexamination and 
I think changing so that the common interest be served better and so that nothing be 
done to dd to the disrepute in too many quarters including those tliat are important of 
work in the field, its meaning and its potential meanin.' This, among other tilings, re- 
quires unself isliness and a williggness to coiimunicate information to others. 




